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Club Members Mark & Mary Lou Lawlor posed for the painting ñCarriage in Odessaò by artist Shawn Faust.   The 
painting was commissioned by PNC Bank for the holidays. 



 

2 

Carriage in Odessa      
  
In the spring of 2008 BVDC club members Mark and Marylou Lawlor went to the Hockessin arts festival.  While 
browsing at the festival they noticed the quality of one artists' (Shawn Faust) horse and human face paint-
ings.  After talking with Shawn and telling him of their horse Squire and their carriage and Victorian clothes collec-
tion, he said he might need a model for a P.N.C. Bank commissioned holiday painting.  
  
Shawn called them in the summer and in June Mark took him for a carriage ride and Marylou showed him some of 
the Victorian clothes in their collection. The artist took dozens of photos from all directions and with various cloth-
ing.  The end result is the beautiful holiday painting you see on the cover.  Below are some of the photos used to 
create the painting. 
 
The print can be purchased at Shawns' website, click on Event and look for Carriage in Odessa. 
WWW.SHAWNFAUST.COM   

One of the many pic-
tures taken by the 
artist as Mark & Mary-
Lou pose for the 
painting with their 
horse Squire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The artist, Shawn 
Faust, goes for a 
drive with Mark and 
poses with MaryLou 
and Squire with the 
finished painting. 

Pictures courtesy of Mark and MaryLou Lawlor and Shawn Faust 

http://WWW.SHAWNFAUST.COM
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The pre-novice clinic was held on Saturday, Feb. 14 at 
Smithbridge Farms, Wilmington Delaware hosted by Terry 
Tobias.  This clinic was designed to help new comers to the 
sport of driving develop a good base of knowledge for a fu-
ture in safe driving.  We had 30 participants come out this 
day. There were all different kinds of interests in the field of 
driving, from pleasure showing, combined driving to just the 
enjoyment of driving.  All attending had a varied level of horse 
experience with an eager interest to learn more about driving.  
Also, practically all breeds of horses were among them all.  
Kail Palmer was gracious to offer her time to direct the clinic.  
She shared her expertise and her experiences in the sport 
with them.   
 
Kail covered and discussed types of har-
ness, bits and horse types to turn outs.  
She covered safety issues for harnessing 
and driving.  The morning was filled with 
lots of information along with handouts 
on safety checks, harness parts, measur-
ing for harness, maintenance checks for 
harness and carriages.  Kail answered 
many questions then we had a break for 
light refreshments.   
 
Thank you to Lori Conaty and Terry To-
bias for providing a collection of goodies, 
beverages and a delicious crock of vege-
table soup.   
 
We then cleared the aisle of the barn and 
Kail continued with the lecture.  She 
demonstrated how to harness one of 
Terryôs Morgans (Pet a 21yrs young 
mare), which was very cooperative. Kail 
then showed how to hitch a Meadow-
brook carriage to the horse and also 
how to enter and sit in the carriage. 
Then, Kail showed the changes neces-
sary in the harness to hitch a horse to a 
four wheeled vehicle. For this demon-
stration, Chance a Tennessee Walker 
stood quietly as Kail harnessed, 
hitched, mounted the carriage and re-
versed the order.  The day was filled 
with loads of information for all to get 
started with.   
 
All participants were glad they came out 
and were impressed with the wealth of 
information presented.  We also in-
creased our membership by 8 new sin-
gle memberships and 4 family memberships that day.    A special thank you goes to Kail Palmer-Miller for her time 
and experience in teaching this clinic and to Terry Tobias for allowing us to hold the clinic at his home, Smithbridge 
Farms. 

BVDC Pre-Novice Clinic   
by Carol Bowe and Lori Conaty 
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Steven Stoltzfus from "Carriage Machine Shop", also in Bird in Hand, was our 

next speaker and  began his presentaion by removing the wheel from one of the 

new carriages his company manufactures. The difference between the newer style 

and the previous antique axle and bearings we saw was pointed out and he went 

on to show how to change  "Pennsylvania" style brake shoes.There is also an 

"Ohio" style brake shoe used with these typical drum brake systems. Jake, Steven 

and Jack joined in discussion of the different style braking systems, including disc 

brakes that are found on the majority of carriages Jack sells. 

 

Jacob King is the owner of  "Weavertown 

Coach"of Bird in Hand, PA. He  

specializes in restoration of antique vehicles and new construction of Amish  

and modern  carriages. "Jake" began his presentation by removing the wheel of  

a typical antique buggy. He demonstrated the proper way to remove the wheel 

from that type axle. He explained that axles differ substantially depending upon 

the age of the vehicle. He then showed how to properly grease the bearing area, 

replace leather seals and reinstall the wheel. He described some of the  

painstaking detailed work that goes into the restoration of an antique vehicle and 

Our speakers for the first clinic 

of the year were Jacob King, 

Steven Stoltzfus, and Jack  

Alvarez. Jack and Jan Alvarez,  

owners of Driving Essentials in 

Leola, PA graciously hosted the 

clinic and luncheon at their store, 

"Driving Essentials" which is   

located in Leola, PA. 

 Jake told us all about "dish" that is 

built into wooden wheels and the reasons for it. The Sears & 

Roebuck catalog of 1904 offered fifty different models of two and 

four passenger carriages, two breaking carts, and four Portland 

cutter sleighs for sale. (None cost over $100 and for an additional 

$1.50, on any two passenger model, you could have leather 

upholstering instead of cloth). Their warranty explains in detail the 

process of properly tireing, boring and boxing a wheel and they 

also state that: 

"OUR TOPS DON'T SAG"  

 

"OUR WHEELS DO NOT WABBLE"  

 

Lori Conaty, the organizer of the clinic,         

welcomed registered participants at the door. 

More than thirty members attended. There 

was great audience participation with some 

very pertinent questions asked.  

Article and photos by Richard Moore 

BVDC Carriage Maintenance Clinic 


