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BVDC Spring
Schooling Driving Trial

Under a sunny sky and despite
a threatening forecast of thunder-
storms and showers, the first Brandy-
wine Valley Drivin
Spring Schooling Driving Trial and
Combined Test was held on May 23°.
The show was graciously hosted by Dr.
and Mrs. W. E. Riddle, Jr. at their Can-
vasback Farm in Port Deposit Mary-
land. Our hosts made certain that the
farm would exceed
pectations throughout the day and pro-
vided a lovely venue for dressage,
cones and cross country!

Anna Klump and the minis showed the way as the day's
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. . The Lawlors trade places as Marylou has her turn with the reins
The entries included four VSE turnouts, two P y

pony pairs, single horses, a combined test and
three preliminary entries. It was really great to have
such a variety of competitors!

The dressage arena with thick grass footing was
the first stop for each turnout where Anne Councill pro-
vided helpful and encouraging comments to the com-
petitors, many of whom were driving their first tests.
Thanks, too, to Clare Miller for scribing and to Pat Koza-
kowski and her friend, Tina, for keeping things moving
as ring stewards.

Designed in a fAContinu
the competitors went directly to the cones course after
completing their dressage test. Deb Camplone, Vice
President of BVDC, judged the cones course with the
help of volunteers, Jen Holmquest, Ellen Lafferty, Matt Kozakowski and Janet Thornton. Set amply wide on
a sloping field, the cones both challenged and built corffidence in the competitors.
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Suzanne Langenwalter with a model turnout...



After completing the cones, each competitor trot-
ted to the start of the cross country course for a safety
inspection by Luanne Riddle. The cross country course
offered optional water crossings, one training level haz-
ard, judged by Patty Moshanko, and a serpentine route
through the woods. Volunteers along the course, includ-
ing Dawn Corbett, offered support and encouragement
to the competitors.

Thanks to Jaye Ventresca, President of BVDC, for
scoring and Louisa Emerick for being the Technical Dele-™
gate. Other volunteers who made sure all went well are 8 : : szt
Melanie Hesse, Alfonzo Ocampo and Sam Thornton. Anne C‘odhcil,dressagejudge and mentor, helped everyone to

benefit from the day.

Afterwards, the compet.
the grill for lunch, award
birthday. The complete results of the day are posted on
the BVDC website: www.bvdc.org . Congratulations to all
the competitors for making it a fun day!

Submitted by Margaret Grillet
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] Motto for the day "It's all about FUN"
Sandi Messner dnvmg Ace in prep for Elk Creek CDE



LORD STIRLING Combined Test and Schooling Marathon
by Suzanne Langenwalter

The weekend of the Lord Stirling One-Day Combined Test and Schooling Marathon started out very fine. Jaye
Ventresca, Margaret Henry and | traveled to the Lord Stirling venue on Saturday, May 2", to check out the set up,
pick up packets (Jaye and Margaret), check out the marathon course, and walk the hazardsé uh, Obstacles. Of
course, we had our trusty golf cart with us to make it less painful & LOVE that cart!

All the trees were in bloom and we realized though we
started having a mini di vision, wedd NEVER seen the tree:
of April, too early for the trees to show off their colors, and is usually a 2 -day CDE.
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But this year, the worsening economy had an £ w&ﬁﬁ
effect. | spoke to Eric Saunders, the organizer of o s
the event for the last 8 years. He told me the 2 -
day CDE held last year lost a little money and the
year before barely broke even. When he saw
what was happening with other shows in the fall
of 608, Eric realized
cash was going to be crucial. So he scraped the
2-day, with its expensive stabling, food tent, and
other amenities and rather than cancel the event
completely, Eric decided to run a 1-day Com-
bined Test event. No stables, no tents, fewer
volunteers (fewer lunches!), one ring for dres-
sage, instead of two.

Thirty-six competitors signed up and all but one or two arrived
on Sunday, May 3°. The day was rainyd Lord Stirling weather!d but
no real downpours, thank you kindly! The set -up was very basic, Eric
Saunders and crew working out of the back of his car.

The entries were mostly Preliminary, with 23 entries in the division;
11 ponies, 7 horses, 1 pony pair and 2 VSEs. There were only 2 Inter-
mediate entries and 8 in Training, 4 of them horses, 3 ponies and 4
VSEs.

The competitors did Dressage first then went immediately to
cones. Dressage went smoothly and finished pretty much on time
(2:00 pm).

Eric at his fiofficed han
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The prelim pony pair of Dan Rosenthal doing her
Prelim
cones




