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The BVDC SUPER Volunteer Clinic   
by Louisa Emerick 

The clinic title was so dubbed by an efficient energetic organ-
izer, Margaret Grillet. A foremost concern for such a clinic is 
always the weather.  Mother Nature can wreck havoc on the 
best-laid plans. Although typically July temps prevailed, Mother 
Nature kindly delayed her stormy fury until early evening.  
Thus, this being written on a battery powered laptop with 
lighted keyboard.  Thank you MacBook.   
 
The Volunteer Clinic began over five years ago with continued 
guidance and support from a core group of BVDCers.  Their 
combined knowledge has been compiled on Bobbi Hagerôs 
website, www.carriagedrivingvolunteers.org, so that each new 
clinic committee can build on the experience of those who 
came before.  Over the years a number of members have 
worked diligently to assure the success of the clinic ï Anne 
Hearn, Ellen Ettenger, Samea Baker, Dana Bright, Linda 
Willis and Shelly Temple to name a few.  Most recently 
Linda Willis and Lori Conaty can be credited for earning a 
grant from the Hoopes Addis Fund for financial support for 
this endeavor.  This yearôs clinic received approval from not 
only the Hoopes Addis Fund but also applied for and re-
ceived approval from a separate entity, The ADS Fund.  
Thanks to their support, the club has been able to continue 
and expand this very productive educational clinic and has 
been able to include both BVDC members and non club 
members. Twenty-four folks with a common interest in 
combined diving appeared early Sunday morning to start 
an intensive day of instruction and hands on experience in 
volunteer roles.  A brief preface was given for each of the 
three combined driving phases, and then it was on to the action. Jaye Ventresca and a supporting cast of 
ñMiniò turnouts, Debbie Wolf-Spencer, Rita Michalenko, and Margaret Henry role-played the competitors 

giving the instruction a visual dimension.   
 
The day began with Dressage under scrutiny 
and guidance of ADS judge, Anne Councill (2 
Lôs), who began the quest of helping the learn-
ers to become ñPERFECTò scribes and stew-
ards.  The pre-scripted performances by ele-
gantly turned out ñcompetitorsò gave the group 
first hand experience at the tasks.  After a 
short break and a raffle of sample items often 
found in the ñGoodie Bagsò of volunteers, the 
group again pulled out their binders to continue 
on to the second phase, the cones competition.  
Last year, Teresa Palumbo, already a seasoned 
volunteer, scorer and Laurels Cones Steward, 
signed up for the Volunteer Clinic in order to 
expand and sharpen her volunteer knowledge 
and experience.  She obviously took the task 

Trying to figure out the stop watches  

Lots of information to study  

Did you know your cell phone also has a stopwatch on 

it?" ( very handy when the one in hand fails!)  

http://www.carriagedrivingvolunteers.org
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seriously, and when called upon to help for this 
yearôs clinic, she did an outstanding job of set-
ting the cones course and organizing the group.  
Participants were divided into smaller groups 
who rotated positions after each competitor 
round. Everyone got a hands-on experience with 
cone setting, timing, and scribing.  Teresa 
fielded many questions, with additional refer-
ences from Anne. (you can leave my name out 
here, I really was not much of a player)  
 
A welcome lunch break with great wraps, hoa-
gies, salads, and thirst quenchers and a few 
more raffle drawings was next in the schedule.  
Last, but perhaps the most complicated of the 
phases followed with timing instruction by Bobbi 

Hager including those pesky stopwatches 
and their use followed a presentation by 
this writer on the doôs and donôts of in 
the obstacles including a demo on the 
operation of those finicky radio devices.  
In both cases, the gadgets misbehaved, 
unscripted, as is often the reality of the 
technology on competition day.  The 
mini marathon, in contrast, went off ex-
actly as scripted. Drivers drove the three 
marathon sections realistically with many 
of the errors that volunteers need to be 
able to recognize. There was some 
amusement at just how hard it is to get 
four stopwatch handlers to ñclickò to-
gether and an awareness that the obsta-
cle volunteers must work as a team.  
There were comments on how much 
easier it was to ñobserve and recordò 

when the pace was 
slower.  The realization 
that as speed increases 
so does the need for the 
whole team to stay fo-
cused was an invaluable 
experience to the learn-
ers.  
 
The day concluded with a 
celebration cake, the 
awarding of Valued Vol-
unteer Shirts and the offi-
cial clinic photographs.  

Learning to be the perfect scribe 

Setting and measuring cones 

 
Practicing being able to "click" the 
stopwatches at the same time 
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Mission accomplished!  A new and improved 
group of volunteers is now ready to enter the 
ranks.  Participants expressed a new confidence 
in the understanding of what makes the CDE 
ñworkò and had a chance to experience a ñtasteò 
of many difference jobs.  Consensus of the group 
was they were ready and anxious to become in-
volved and were looking forward to the upcoming 
CDEs and schooling trials.  Margaret Grillet, also 
a ó08 graduate of the Volunteer Clinic, piloted this 
project with hours of preparation and a mindset 
that this was going to be a SUPER volunteer 
clinic, and so it was.   
 
Photos and article submitted by Louisa Emerick 

Teresa Palumbo, cones clinician 

Meg, a hunter jumper rider who is learn-
ing about our sport!  

Hmmm.... are there penalties to be assessed here??? 

Photo submitted 
by :Linda Gallo - taken 
at Buckingham Palace. 
 
Note the sign on the 
wall that everyone 
seems to be ignoring. 


