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FEI World Pony Driving Championships - 2009

The World Pony Driving Championships were held August 12" i 16" in Gre-
ven Germany. The U.S. was well represented with the following competi-
tors on hand, many of which are BVDC members. The singles were repre-
sented by members Suzy Stafford of Bear, DE dariving
to Lead and Sara Schmitt of Pittstown, NJ driving Batman. Club member Sherri Dolan driving her pony
Smoke was invited to compete as an individual. The pairs were represented by club member Tracey
Morgan of Beallsville, MD driving her pair of Dartmoors and Miranda Cadwell of Southern Pines, NC. Ka-
tie Whaley drove as an individual in the
NN pairs. The four in hand drivers for the U.S.

d The event officially kicked off on Wednesday
with the vet check. All of the U.S. ponies
came through with no problems. The fes-
tivities officially kick off Wednesday night
when Nations night is held. The highlight of
Nations night is dinner when they have each
8 country set up a table and share their "home
b town" cuisine. There is always a wide array
5 ’ of foods from Swedish meatballs to vege-
mite sandwiches often combined with a di-
The U.S. table at Nations night 0Vérﬁrsélécti@rpofI’lqiu@r,sbeerJaﬁG\K/iné?ani el s
Photo M. Fetters The American camp offered up BBQ ribs
and Jack Daniels shots. They were a big hit.

Thursday was the first day of dressage and began
with the single and pair pony divisions. The day
started out with a bit of rain, Sherri Dolan was the
first to drive for the Americans. Smoke looked
very relaxed during the test and Sherri scored a
58. Sara Schmitt was next with a good test, her
score was 55.6. Suzy was the last single to go for
the U.S. She turned in a lovely test with Katy and
scored a 48 which put her in 4™ place overall after
; dressage. Tracy Morgan also went on Thurs. af-
ternoon putting in a nice test and getting a score

Suzy in the dressage award cerog?nzdny with Chef DO6Equipe Ches-
ter Weber and Katyds owner Bev Lesher Photo M. Fetters

Dressage continued on Friday for the pairs with
Randy Cadwell putting in her best efforts in the dressage ring. Some last minute rein adjustments gave
her unexpected results during the test and she ended up with a 71. Katie Whaley was next with a lovely
test with new ponies owned by Ann Bliss. She was 11th overall in the dressage with a 57.

The fours were the last to go, Lisa Stroud and Laurie Astegiano both had lovely tests as well. Lisa Stroud
had an error of course giving her 5 penalties. Lisa's score was 65 and Laurie's was a 58 putting her 9th
overall in dressage.

2
The US was honored to have 4 of their drivers back in the ring on Fri. afternoon for the Dressage awards
ceremony. Special awards were given to the top 11 finishers in singles and pairs and the top 9 in the 4



in hands.

Saturday was marathon day and it was perfect

o weather, it was partly cloudy around 74 degrees.
All of the hazards were in close proximity to each
other which made it VERY spectator friendly!!

@4 There were plenty of food and beer tents close by.
- % ¥ The event expected to draw some 5,000 spectators
~forthe day.

~ Suzy Stafford was the first U.S. driver on course.
. She drove a very solid marathon with no mistakes
and was 11™ for the day in the single division.

This put her in 2™ place overall heading in to the

j cones. Sara Schmitt and Sherri Dolan were on
course next. Sara missed a gate in the 2nd hazard
when her pony over shot a turn. This was unfortu-
nate since she was having a lightning fast round.
Sherri and Smoke also looked fast on the course
but had a 10 point penalty after her navigator
stepped off the carriage to fix some broken har-

J ness. The judges ruled that the carriage was not
stopped when the groom got back on the carriage.

Randy Cadwell drove a fast marathon, she took
7th place for the day in the pairs. Tracey Morgan
turned in another great drive and was 16th for the
day. Katie Whaley was 25th.

j The Four in hand drivers went on course next and
¢ both turned in good solid rounds. Laurie Astegiano
{ was especially fast and helped the team stay in
the top 4 in the team standings after the mara-

i thon. Laurie was 9th in the marathon and Lisa

was 17th.

Saturday night was the competitors party where
they also presented the special marathon awards -
Suzy Stafford and Randy Cadwell were on hand to
| receive their marathon awards.

Sunday was cones day. As usual, they gave all
s the drivers 1 hour to walk the cones course. The
.~ course was very technical in spots with some big
L runs in between. It had 2 zig -zags back to back
and a double box of minimum width.

All of the drivers commented that it was very diffi-
a cult to make the time AND keep all the balls up.
There were no double clean rounds in the single
class. Melanie Becker from the Netherlands came
closest to going double clear with 2 sec. time pen-
From Top to Bottom: Tracey Morgan in the dressage awards Bith alty and no balls down. Her 15t place cones drive

Susan Deuterman, Sherri schooling Smoke, 2 photos from the landed her the gold medal in the singles division
opening ceremonies. Photos Linda Gallo ’



Suzy Stafford stood in 2" place going into cones.
She hit part of the double box and had a ball down
when her pony Katy slipped and lost her footing.
With two balls down and time penalties she dropped
to 4™ in the standings. Fortunately for her, Arjo van
Keckem from the Netherlands drove last and had 4
balls down and time penalties moving Suzy up to 3™
place and giving her the Bronze medal. It was a nail
biter right up until the end!

For the other U.S. single drivers, Sara Schmitt had
one ball after Batman jumped out of the box as well
as some time penalties. Sherri Dolan opted not to
drive when her pony Smoke was found to have a

= little swelling in his leg; all is fine now - better safe
" #5 than sorry.

Tracy Morgan drove an awesome round in the cones.
She was nearly double clear when she hit the 19th

-~ cone. All of the U.S. fans on hand stood and
cheered, she certainly brought her A game on Sun.
| Individually she moved up to 5th overall in the pairs

~ because of it.

Randy Cadwell and Katie Whaley both turned in re-
spectable rounds for the day. Laurie Astegiano and

" Lisa Stroud both had a few balls and a few time pen-
alties.
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At the end of the day The U.S. Team came in just
shy of a medal in 4th place. Suzy brought the only
medal home for the U.S with her bronze. The U.S.
team never stopped fighting for a medal and was
always in the hunt right up until the end. Congratu-
lations to all and we hope to be rooting you on in 2
years!

Full results are available at www.hoefnet.nl

From Top to
Bottom: Lisa
Stroud on the
marathon,
Suzy Stafford
racing to the
finish in
cones, Sara
Scmitt in
cones and the
team picture
after the vet
check.
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