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Laurels at Landhope 2009  

Lisa Singer with navigator Jay Breggia and the Morgans going through the water at the Laurels   -   photo Richard Moore 
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Laurels At Landhope 2009 -  Wet n Wild  
 
BVDC members were able to shine through the rain 
and clouds as the Laurels at Landhope endured more 

sloppy weather this year.  Many members were out in 

force as Volunteers and competitors to weather the 
storm.  Dressage day was marked with heavy rain and 

while early drivers had to contend with water, drivers 
that went later in the day had to deal with heavy mud.   

 

The Show organizers made many changes to the 
course in an effort to compensate for the exception-

ally deep mud and rain, including moving one dres-
sage arena after pairs so that the pony entries would 

have fresher footing.  The marathon course was 
shortened dramatically on Section A and two hazards 

were removed from section E. 

 
On Marathon day many of the Preliminary and Inter-

mediate entries were able to complete the marathon 
course, but the four -in hand entries faced larger is-

sues with the weight of their vehicles.  Many of them 

opted not to drive the marathon.  This made for an 
interesting competition as the Laurels was a selection 

trial for the four in hand drivers for the upcoming 2010 
World Equestrian Games in Kentucky. 

 

Cones day brightened up the weekend with some wel-

come sunshine.  The organizers were again forced to 

shorten the course due to the heavy damage in the 

dressage area. While it made for some tight turns it 

was easier to memorize!  Spectators came out Sunday 

to enjoy some of The Laurels annual favorites like the 

Barbone Street jazz band, antique cars, terrier races, 

shopping and  Kids Corner.  

New this year at the Laurels were awards given out for 

best Dressage in Preliminary, Intermediate and Ad-
vanced as well as best young driver Dressage in mem-

Clockwise from top: Chester Weber in a muddy Dressage ring, a 
competitor slogs through the mud at the end of E, Lisa Stroud on 
the marathon and Newt Brosius leaving the water hazard.         

Top 2 photos M. Fetters,  Bottom 2 photos courtesy of Richard 
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ory of Bob Fetters aka ñDressage Boyò.  BVDC Club members took 3 of the 4 Dressage awards home with Suzy Staf-

ford winning in the Preliminary Division, Meredith Fetters in Intermediate and Lisa Singer in Advanced.  
 

Other club members results include Lisa Stroud won the Advanced Pony Team division while Shelly Temple took 1st 
place in Advanced Single Pony. Kim Stover came in 2nd place in Advanced Single Horse and Donna Crookston came 

in 4th.  Lisa Singer won the Advanced Pair Horse division,  Meredith Fetters was first in Intermediate Single Horse 

and Terry Tobias took 2nd in Intermediate Pair Horse.  In the Preliminary division Suzy Stafford won the Preliminary 
Single Pony division with Dwayne Pash from New Jersey coming in 2nd.  Dan Rosenthal took 4th in the Preliminary 

Pair pony division and Judy Canavan won the Preliminary Single Horse while Newt Brosius took 1st in Preliminary Pair 
Horse.   

 
The popular competitors party was held on Saturday 

night versus Wednesday night and the theme this 

year was a Luau.  The Laurels also added a juried art 
show and sale inside the main tent that featured 

many talented local artists. 
 

The bad weather unfortunately forced the Teddy 

bear Picnic to find a new location this year.  The 
grounds crew at the Laurels are hard at work repair-

ing the rings and hazards in preparation for more 
exciting competition next year.  

 
Congratulations to the Organizers, Volunteers and 

Competitors for putting on a great show in such ad-

verse conditions! 

Clockwise from top:  David Forney and Bev Lesher in the 

water, the Barbone street band, spectators and volunteers 
enjoying the sun and Lousia Emerick with her pair in the 
water.  Photos courtesy M. Fetters and Richard Moore 


